
Minutes of the Meeting of the Suffolk Concert Band held on
Thursday 5th July 2018 at Acton Lodge, Needham Market

Those present were: Simon Pulham (Chairman), Angela Hope (Secretary), Gordon Scopes (Membership 
Secretary), Adrian Budgen (Trustee), David Brunning (Trustee), David Seymour (Trustee)

 21. Apologies for absence
These were received from Russell Banyard.

 22. Adoption of minutes of meeting held on Thursday 7th June 2018
The minutes were adopted.

 23. Matters arising from meeting held on Thursday 7th June 2018
i) (13ii) Angela contacted Adam Rawcliffe (trombone) and he accepted the invitation to join the band, 
however, he has not yet made an appearance so Angela will follow up.

ACTION: Angela will contact Adam Rawcliffe again about joining the band.

ii) (15ii) Joe Purbrook (trombone) accepted £50 expenses for Eastbourne.

iii) (15iii) There has been no update from Russell regarding the new timp wheels.

ACTION: Russell to investigate and purchase new timp wheels.

iv) (18) Angela contacted Alison Keep who has replied.

v) St. Peters have agreed some dates for rehearsals until the end of the year; 5th September, 3rd October, 7th 
November, 5th December. The committee agreed to the fee of £35 per session. Angela has flagged these 
dates with Holy Trinity and updated TeamSnap.

ACTION: Mark to complete the booking form for these rehearsals.

 24. Financial Report
Current account = £2205.88
Savings account = £3459.15

This balance does not include the payment from Barham Hall of £300 and the guest expenses, which were 
as follows:

James Bailey (horn) - £30
Katy Griffiths (trombone) - £50
David Bolton (trumpet) - £50

 24.1. Independent Examination Follow Up
Jill Blofield has sent another list of items for the committee to consider following the independent 
examination of the band accounts. These issues will be added as separate agenda items at the next 
meeting.

 24.2. Uniform
Nothing to report.

 25. Next Concert
i) There are still some members who have not committed to Deal, Gordon will chase up at the next 
rehearsal. Coach arrangements will be the same as Eastbourne but the committee agreed that we should 
charge £10 per seat on the coach for everyone.

ii) Don Cheesewright's tuba has been returned to the band, condition unknown! Terry Harding (ex member) 
has a bass that is not being played any more, Gordon will find out if it is for sale.

ACTION: Gordon to contact Terry Harding about his bass.

ii) Simon offered to take Matt Wigley to Shotley to meet Brian Ives, organiser of the Shotley engagement on 
11th November, to confirm the programme of events.

ACTION: Simon to arrange a meeting with Brian Ives (Shotley).

 26. Communications
In light of forthcoming rehearsals at St. Peters, Angela would like to send out a weekly bulletin to members 
via email with up to date information about the band. The committee agreed this was a good idea.

 26.1. Music hire request
Adrian has requested to borrow 6 pieces of music for a summer school he is tutoring at. The 



committee agreed to this request in return for a donation of £50.

 26.2. Engagement of guest players – what is our official protocol?
 26.3. Acceptance of engagements and commitment from the membership

(26.2 and 26.3 were discussed at the same time)

Some things the committee considered:

Do we need less concerts or more concerts? Perhaps we need more variety?

How are the committee communicating with the band about engagements? How can we ensure our 
enthusiasm is communicated with the members?

We need to clearly define our policy about inviting guests. This should be the job of the Membership 
Secretary, or at least in communication with the Membership Secretary.

An email has been received from Toby Hope, expressing his concern for the way Ken Blake turned 
up at Barham Hall to play clarinet, resulting in Toby playing different parts to what he had rehearsed. 
Ken was invited by Gordon and the committee agreed that Ken was very welcome to join us but 
perhaps the conductor and the section should have liaised about where Ken should sit to minimise 
disruption to the section.

 27. Membership Status
Megan Hewitt (clarinet) has not been to a rehearsal for sometime, Gordon will make a courtesy call to 
Megan.

ACTION: Gordon will contact Megan Hewitt about attendance.
 
 28. Future Planning

Adrian reported that Charles Hine has been continuing with treatment for his eyes and although the progress
is positive he is still not in a position to make any commitments. It is highly unlikely that Charles will able to 
conduct for us in 2019 so we need an alternative.

Adrian also reported that Duke Dobing is about to go into hospital for a triple heart bypass so will be 
unavailable for the foreseeable future.

 29. Future Agenda Items
There were none.

Meeting closed at 21.35pm

Date of Next Meeting
Thursday 6th September 2018

Venue – TBC


